
Dear Virginia DSO/ASO Directors,
The staff of State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV), the Commonwealth’s coordinating body for higher education, convenes various advisory committees on a routine basis for the purposes of seeking expert input on topics used to inform policy, program and funding recommendations and the development of various resources. The materials enclosed constitute resources that institutions can choose to use at their discretion. 
Impetus for “Best Practice Guidelines for Accommodation Practices”
SCHEV’s Disability Access to Higher Education Advisory Committee meets quarterly to discuss issues related to higher education access and success for students with disabilities. The Advisory Committee establishes goals and a workplan to address specific access and success barriers faced by students with disabilities. The Advisory Committee is composed of a variety of professionals from higher education, state agencies and organizations involved in supporting individuals with disabilities. 
The committee adopted an action plan in 2022 to guide the group’s near-term work. Specifically referenced in the plan, the committee prioritized developing best practice guidelines for accommodation practices. The best practice guidelines document includes but is not limited to: a. Standardized testing. b. Enhanced consistency across and within institutions. c. “Regulatory relief” for students’ utilization of accommodations, reducing barriers to access. d. Systematized information about accommodation practices.
The “Best Practice Guidelines for Accommodation Practices” document (attached) was finalized in Fall 2024 and incorporates key aspects of/recommendations from SCHEV’s SB21/HB 509 report with the intent to clarify, promote and enable best practices in the field of disability access and accommodations. 
How to use the best practice guidelines for accommodation practices document and companion review tool
The Disability Access to Higher Education Advisory Committee encourages all Virginia institutions of higher education (2-year, 4-year, public and private) to review this resource and then use the excel review tool as they see fit in order to identify their IHE’s strengths, areas for improvement and emphasis. 
· Identify and highlight IHE strengths/current best practices. Strengths identified by using the best practice review tool can be used to shore up ongoing/additional support or resources from IHE leadership. 
· Identify areas for improvement. Via the review tool, DSOs can pinpoint the changes to programs, policies or funding necessary to align with the “Best Practice Guidelines.” Steps can then be taken to formally modify IHE policies and programs.
· Use of these materials is voluntary and at the discretion of each IHE. 
As the committee/SCHEV complete additional related work (e.g., SB 21 report, HB 1805 recommendations), the documents will be updated and shared to ensure all DSOs have the most up to date versions.  
